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Abstract

The fundamental value of “generosity” in the modern Western society was investigated
in this paper based on the thoughts of Locke in the 17th century and Voltaire in the 18th
century. The concept of generosity in the Western thought and Japanese one has different
phases. In addition, in terms of the moral education written in the course of study for
Japanese schools, this paper clarified how an essential position of tolerance should be
perceived and how forgiveness should be taught was considered. "Tolerance" in Japan
means to forgive mistakes of others. This concept is not fixed like a relationship between
those who forgive and those who are forgiven, but flexible like Christian sectarian
conflicts between its mainstream and heresy in the Western society. According to the idea
of "tolerance" in Japan, moral status of a person who makes a mistake and a person who
permits can be reversed anytime since all people are at the same level and might make
mistakes. Different from tolerance generated by religious conflicts and sin toward the
contracts with God like Christianity, morality aiming that people have better lives ,first of

all, emphasizes to foster inner moral values as our own lives.
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