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Abstract

Xingshi Yinyuan Zhuan, a colloquial novel compiled between the end of the Ming dynasty and the
beginning of the Quing dynasty, is generally believed to have been written in Northern Mandarin
whose basic dialect is Shandong Chinese. Though many attempts have been made to study and
clarify the language of this novel, including Hu Shi's in 1930s, there are still a lot of things left
unexplained. For example, the meaning and usage of a phrase “baya zenme”, which is often used
in the novel, have not been clarified yet. This paper shows collected examples containing “baya
zenme” in Xingshi Yinyuan Zhuan and examines the colloquial vocabulary from a historical

perspective.
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