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Abstract

Using data of ice-snow businesses from Ishikawa Prefectural records (ISHIKAWAKEN-
TOUKEISHO), we attempted to determine the actual situation of stored snow storage and usage
in the Meiji and Taisho periods in Ishikawa, as well as changes in the number of stored-snow
suppliers and quantity of ice and stored snow supplied to the local community.

The stored snow suppliers thrived in the 30’s of the Meiji period when modernization in
Ishikawa started with the opening of a railway connected to Osaka, and declined at the end of the
period due to an epidemic. However, the business thrived again in the Taisho period when there
was an increased demand for cooling, before gradually declining in the early Showa period due to
the abundant supply of artificially manufactured ice and popularization of refrigeration units. Over
the two periods, stored snow was used effectively in Ishikawa as a coolant in the summer to
support development in food storage, food transportation and medical care. However, stored
snow lost its key role to artificially manufactured ice due to its ready availability.

From the data we estimate the number of snow cellars, or himuros, for the Meiji and Taisho
periods in Ishikawa ranged from 120 to 550. An investigation of one such himuro in the Taisho
period at Tsukiura-machi in Kanazawa (formerly Kahoku-gun) was carried out. The himuro was 5
m x 10 m x 3 m and had a capacity of 80 tons of snow. It is estimated that 25-40 tons of snow
remained for commercial use. The stored snow of this particular kimuro was supplied as a coolant

to customers of the Oumi-cho market in Kanazawa, situated 9 km away from the himuro.
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