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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to consider effective methods of introducing giving and
receiving verbs as seen from the “Japanese speaker’s viewpoint,” which can be difficult for
learners of the Japanese language.

Understanding the proper use of giving/receiving verbs can be difficult for learners of the
Japanese language. This is because when the verbs are used, consideration is given to the
movement of objects in relation to the person who is giving or receiving. There is very little
distinction between the language used in giving/receiving, hence often a common grammar
problem for learners. In addition, the meaning of giving/receiving can change when auxiliary
verbs are used and also if a benefit arises from such usage. However, emphasis is usually placed
on grammar forms when introducing such verbs in textbooks for beginners. The foremost
purpose of the textbook is to teach sentence patterns intelligibly but as a result, students learn
giving/receiving expressions that can sometimes sound unnatural.

Therefore, the “Japanese speaker’s viewpoint” was defined when taking the “Japanese
viewpoint” of Morita (1998) or Kanaya (2004) into account and various problems within current
Japanese textbooks were analysed. As a result, the inclusion of pictures were required to properly
understand giving/receiving expressions. Finally, this study proposed how pictures should be

composed when used in teaching materials.
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