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Abstract

This paper examines the phenomena that are generally characterized as the
‘levelling’ of pitch contour in Japanese. ‘Levelling’ in the accent system is observed in a
range of usage, yet this has been in fact considered to be handled under the cover term
of ‘mu-akusento(-ka)’ [literally ‘null accent(uation)’]. However, a detailed analysis of
the word kareshi, a ‘boyfriend’, which is a typical example of ‘levelling’ as seen from its
use by young people in Japan, implies that ‘levelling’, in contrast with the original
pitch-pattern, is employed to realizing the unique option, the choice of which typically
contributes to fostering a certain kind of texture in the vein of a spoken text.
Accordingly, the use of ‘levelling’ of this kind realizes the feature of ‘zero’, which,
unlike the notion of ‘null’ or ‘non-existence’ of accent, is recognized as being inherently

associated with the relevant ‘level” accent.
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M) &0 ERFHICE > COERILBR G 23T 2 &0 ) OIFELEERERD 5, e
HELT, (BTXR) OEDICT 7Yy Nehid—TFhbt (BT r7¥r ) 12T 5
DIk T TERIL) TAHEV ML LAV LT RS, O ENDLL,
s ET 7L k] 1E, bbAAE Y FORKRE VI HFTET 7y FABEE SR
RNHLDOD, FOHBETH (Po 727y M 250EGOAZ U R—EDEREOF
TEBELLLIEMIZFTERT 7B M EEZNEZEEDL 2NV XLX—%HE L)
EREnNb B2 DREESL S,

BA1HOEHIC, K $GEEAR ChH LI M EATE LTAI bbb Loz 5o
HY, ETENRT 72 MCHENTNWD Z EAEM LU, ik M & MK R TR
ANl DEBREVWTHWLND Z ERH D, BEREWZ Lz T 6o T d ok
IMEA AL E LTORHETH, TBA] OERTHWSLEAETH, 73T HL
DNRE U TRFREND, FEEROBANLIX, i) E9568 EREA] LV EHIZ
RBEFELS 20, 2ol d M i EAGFHRE LTOREEZ RN EBbo
5, 0F0, My o7 7 MEHL ETHRAFTE L TORERP L Z IZEEFL TV
LrEZOEND U, L ZAN, ARG LZEHIC L IUE, T OFEBEOREFICE WV TR
ShavyFafid, %205 (0] W2 ETIK DN THEILONDE
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Bz EEY, Th| L) LEREENDEIIC )] 2L L CARARY vy FEHNAED
Il N oz (¥ 3) :

Pitch (mel)
|

Time ()

X 3:Tgd + o) oy Fhif

Lo LR, AR ZoflzfAs EF AR NTLBAL, EH GO 4
W THI V) EVnIE Yy TFTRESNTZERIRL, BIEL Wl HETH D,

X3 TEyFNRTHREZORHMOSINTEOMIZBOOLNDR/D T, EOLHIC
MHENDEL I D, BEICEZDE, ZOMBEITZANBORETR S WML TH 5 0> DFE
EELHETHREHELLI0b LR, LrL, TOXHTHEmOTL2ExIC, 22Tl
M) 2GRV LOMEN O, T2 CHMIREND [ OMIENRT 72 MTEIFE
WEBIZOWTEZ TR,

3.5 IAMAAEH MK o 2@EH

WA (20078 214) 1%, SREEAGR O 05 ABRRATF O NI DN TR L 912k~
W5

ABRAFNL, £ D F@EEAOBAEMED 210, HR]E N TOMR D53 T oS3k
HICHMRETRAODND, L2b, 2T TEYVDIFRFLIZVOIT, SEERNICET D AW
RATOBI R LZEMEThH D, 5T, AHRAFITEHEEROR LB LM S & LT,
PROZHEEB/BOP TR LA EH/IND DT, thoFHEHRS LES T, SHEMTOMAN
FLALERILRN,

SREABEAET 720, TOEAENBEEICENDIB YOO EDE L TABRATICE
HE 203N HEDTHAI, LNLIEARBICELTS 2 E, TAR ITBDL D4
TR 2 AFR Th7eiz) & 3 A T - i) ——I%, gt oThBIZE 5D
HLEEIAETONRMOKEEIZE -T2 EFoTIWVIEET N, bHAALZDOFE
Lo THABTEABRLATAOEENMMBOZTIHELS SXTEWENE T2 2 LT TER
W O(EFE, B TIEED RS TH TR AT T B AL T O FE 76 B & B 5\ HL R
T5), LML, WTNICE X ARRLATAOKRENRLEN (HDWSHEBA) ThHsHZ L
SEVEOEFZTICRESAIMETIE RV 12, A (FLE) BN LEog HEFTo+
SFERITHERTHDE L1, ABRAFAOELSLEN SRR T 547 10%, (B - iS5
FOHREFETHDHBFESLCHMBREOFNEN)] TR TN LT ELZ0MmANELN
LD Y, BAERNE, ZZTIEINU EZOMBEICE AT RBIT RV, T2 THERL
TRBEEZVOIE, 77y Mamnb ik M) oofricid, AAGEEAGOMBEE L THITe~
THEHD LN L THD (i), HAFEIZBOWTCAMRATNEH IS Tz, 1
HEOFERFRIZB W CEEHEAO EOFAN, EOERE T, FOLHICHELENDENEND
MEZ &N, TOPIIHERN « SUEMERBRIENSEE L TWE L AL RETH D,
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FP.ROM 4 ERTHLEY, ZhiE, 7272 M@0b ] &5t ((Fb oo
ZEFESELRVWATETE] OFy) BHEEH L, BB 24 OFANF A BT L
DYy FiAE R TR AL TS,

3D 250y FHiMEENRAEDLELLICLTASLE, WInLbakoh T 1)
DEASR B E L, RNT THES) 2RV OESICAN > TmBIRBAETL TS, [HiE)
ARV NOMLT TS EWI DI, BZOLLEEMRBRE LTRSS TH
TEDLERTELEZRWEAS, LML, T Z TR AHRATIE L THWLENT
W ] TR LR, — 5T, 30 M (D)) OFFEMARSIRRT X
iz, ] HBEROT 7 bk« NF I ZICH LCERINTH S, Z0 2 SOEE
T EDEIITHHINDTEA D D,

A
500
ka re .
= i.mo ~ 30 . TN
) ta SHLMO oo ek o shi na .- N
; wa i O to yo k \ra - ~da ke do
o 1.888
Time (s) ’
48
500
7 sh.i ka r
= t Mmool E.,_‘n 0 ku . i
Fo|watir. oo oo ko o wa yo St s ra M IN g g
“dio
o

Time ()

Mda: PEABIOFEBD MEd (D)) 280H2EKOE Y FLEH)

B)Tix, 17T 2 TUVV oMK 2 T d ofFR:tgEchy, BT 2KEOF T
TN EEEO R R L THEBEL TW A, D E D EHMEEO ML RS &L T dy
EBEH O (TBEafEH) EbEbivd) ICEATHHEFE, DFE VD —BAY7e AFRMUA 5T
H5H B, B M) C~—27&ns M dl 2230 T Tk<mbiang S~ &
BT 2 H X, TBEH ) ONENS THH ) ONE~N D Lo BRI 2 % B
BHLTW5, L2L, 529 ThbhiE, 204 A 7oFREEICEWTIE Tt oE#E
N IERLAMNSE I, B - po DE - KEARFT) BELN, TNV T—DH
FETCE ) TEFHFOBEL D tonic prominence] % & b 72> CEEEDOEL LR DITTTHD
(M1 2006: 108), L Z AN, ZZTHEZEIRoTWaRY, ZOXH7% [RKR—%) (oF
D 5o g bEnWnET o TBEHE®R) I TEEFFHOBN L] B 588 BAET
TWAHITETHP I DO, BEE IS (22T M d) SmrBloFEE
NAHELTHDIEATHDL U, ZZ2ICHF 10 [MeRxHEE] ’dbdH, T4bb, HARGE
Wi, 2626 3 AMRATHZEHT L2 L AEDN, Wb o iR E L Tof &
LEMOERELE AEMEEHOL I LICRD EERENDDTHS 15, (EETHNIT,
] ORPVIZ TZDA] ERBH. HHNVIMEASERIZ [5—A. BbSE &
LRVWATETE] 0L bEA9,)
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THEHE 20 THOREEF | IXEHILEAS, ZoMEE T d) BERN TH L) TR
SNDEI NI Yy FTREZRST, PROIZRSTHDHEEWVWIBGETH-T-, I
3 ABRAFNLEAZECS O THEA LOGIREZIFRTVWERETH D k<72, [l
LW EnbT 5L, (i d BEHNAOETFATHD Z LICEDDIZRY, OF
0. T d) ICHHEEHRE LCHEBEE D RN T HEMEE 2L o XERETh SR 4%
BB L TV B AICH VT, HilA R & OmREE L S CRMIICE R AN,

L2xL, BARBOLIRE YT - 77y MERIZBWT Tgun) S, BEERmicE o
LY RBEEETOREA D, M3OMHH2 REMEY TlX, ZhIZE Yy FORKRSE
RN D IR AR ARSI S 2 ERIET EEAE I TH D, &b, M X oIz
AETHNEE Y FOTFHRICEDT 72 bR E 1 T—FICHBREINGA, M9l &
Nz M 37278y FEOAERHWEWNIZRD,

LEDEZENS, T © (35 1T—— B AZEO 3 ABRA I 20 5 Lo klf &
ERNC—SCEMC I TR & L CORBEN DRI LW ERE LTHBET 22 8%
RLTWABEEZBND, L, 22 THIEELARTME RS2V SiE, T d) o
EHUCILEE IS # T2 URIBAIRARE ) < TBEERFTREERE) 72 X LBV, BIEMR L~
BUISH Ba 77ty b OBRICE>TELLZHALETHERNLE VS 2L Thd, OF
0. T BNARIICH S HL OF v F « SZ LM O LS 20 (9 2B
D ETIEHLICR ST % U BN D) EVWH e Thd, Z0EIICEXDE, K3
O g N HL I Z 2201, THEREOWWINEE ] EZANEREN LMD DE
BRI OEMICEETS BRT 78y b CAbETE LS MEMRSNS LR LT
WD IR L7ZIEI B LIEEHIC A>TV D,

P EoZEREELHHL, AABEOE v F T2y MEBELLCBNT TR
Lo MR-MBERE AT, MERE Yy FOTFRICLVBERSND, ChNERICH
FF I APE LTERMEISNDLALTHEL OBARRABND, 2721, () 0ER
PHLH LML, TRy NOSAK U ERETHERIT, YFEOEHENIC A ) L
HAERHRFE L L CTOBRMER &L bBHICHEL TV, Z0RA, RBIICITER
T B ZFRIGENRE S h BB BT THEINE b 2Ch Y 25, Ll
FOE . DEEMEL LTHREENLAT 7By ME., BEL_VICEBWTERT 7
FOBIRESNTWAZ EBBEL TEMATRIERL AV, FEZOBENY Tir T,
FITHBEINIERHEOE y F i Pe - 778 M ABBT AR EITLRENR N,
—JitED [¥a - 778 b 1, TRICE 2 THEERDZERENEKR L ~LIZEB WD
THEL., ZOBRAEBEL AL TE y FOTPHIC L > THIHSNW AR TH S, =0
Po 778y b i, ERESREEFRBIZEZNCH - E y FHBEH L5
HESND,

4 ¥R

HFEMIZATHEONT CERET HE Yy FRTERMIZRLIHBETH-TH, T’ (i)
FELLTEAICEETONLEX 202 (i) ERFSICRONET 72 MIODE
SO (i) BFEOHSEMAO RN THDIERBEROENO L >R THAVWLN LD
MZE ST, W7oy FEEAMTECTCOEBLERD,

COERERESTDHHRRKOERT, By FE2FERNICTHZEREROEKEZFR T
DDOBIRNRENTZZEICEDZDONE I NV SICENEND, SEOFAETERY H1T
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= TR oMok hiE, REEDEETH-TH, Whwwd [EHZLIF) 7
WL THEMET7 7R b)) 28T O L3O ER, +72b 5 SR i S HE
GELZ &) EfE (Ex ) vy mEgEloEn Ik o> CTHilERM A
O F e RE LR SN NS U RIBRI SN TWDE ZE RN Do, TOHBAICALN
HERALIE., THEADOHAELZ BEH L TWDHZ IR, BIEMRT 7y MEREH D
LA IE BT RIS R 5 TWD I LR D ibhd, DEV ZOBADTH L
W77ty oWk = T 2o Tixed, BRICHTS T€r) 0o FERLEC
T, ERDBBEBRINTEZEICL-TELDBRTHL LRSS, LEn-T, Zhix
ME7 7> b LIIRAMICEERBE G THY, ZoBRETRT 2L IEa -
TRV BEATRETHLIILERBLIEOTH D,

—Ji, T b THR) EMU TN BT 23 L THOWLNLA Z LB H 50,
ZTDE v F - NIRRT ABREFE LT M) ERULSERBEOE v F &2 Hin
TRiksha, L2AB, BBLLTOSTERD L, DHEPUICHE#HRINDIE Y FITlk
NEEOE Y FHBIT RO RIS L > TREND Z ENHEREINT, DFED ] O
AR E v F « NZ d, BIERICITERT 78 FEHBLLARN S, T CEHRE &
LCHRET D2 LIk o TR s R SN ERME vy F & LCHELE LHEE SN D,
Lb, HAREIZBWT 3 ABMRATNEL (55D he X she lZhR) 5 3 HDOIEREL L
TOBEOLR RO PTHIOERZFESZ ENEW, TOD, [ BRSNS AICIE.
R4mE LTHHONE (BMER) 2B ULrTHBAaTcsx, M) tvworBXakrz
D TEH] O THEEZFERD D, 228 TEHFRHOBENSG ] BBobid,

ZOWFIEN LA R, BB, UEB I OHHOMICA SN S EEN 2 KA Ik
FIZELEDTEHAFBNESHEETANLETHDL &I 00N bED, ZORMEEZKROFE
ELTARBIDOMERET 5,

=

U %k 42X, BREOT 72 MIFEENKERSETHY, MLERETLHTS
IZES5TEYFOERY FRODONREUPRELS BRDIGAEN VLRIV, LML, &
K7 722y bMBEWORINCHFELGTDHEIEE-TH, FEEILLDIE T - RXZ U DiE
WO DICEBEBGRNNEIC 25 2L 1TIEE AR, L, By TFoERLEis
RTCOFEFEIZPEOLTHELDIDITTHERLS, Wb 5 WM & X2 B35 2 125 IR
FEDOEEOBRNTHEEZHFEL. TN LRBMEZ LS —RZ L LTHIITHNS
nNTWna,

2 PITF, IO RN E Y HAGEOHIIEEN AR/ KFSZ2EL. 7278 D
FLIR I B A S () LD THARGERET 7 &y MEEi] [CHEILT 5,

3 EBAHIMICEHN D B FEHRELERMEENZHEIEAZ R TOEN S EEIIR RS RSE
FE—ARR L TERLTWDIHRER O BRI —il e EFh<flELE2D. 77
A NDOEEERTER] ZAFNIZRZ T, 2ITERBIELTWD 55 o5 sh
HDHEET. ®ATES 20 [ RFABBERE] (DR CRLTHEBRUBVICRDEE
LTHRDLEDTHAIN, KdGmOBENS L TCINITAREREBRICR DI, AL T
—ey e TRERFEE) &L TW5b,

4 EREICIE, ENLEFERETTIOFENO OB HE L TIHRTWEAR, X HteiE
L RUEVTOR Y 20 282 D8I HLH D, 72720, NHK @ [ HARGE
TR MEMR]ICIE THR] OBAIET 7 b XREZ RN —RETIE RN, E—
THEOBBTT 7y FOBAMEERZFE LS U-FRiX, #E (2006) &M,

5R8 (1997:171) 7 AV IRXDEZHFITHELW K 2 77 b)) ERFEERZ.
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MR (=A8) 7278 FOBEOZLIZTT7 78y F2d HEL Fi (=4
) 7% bOHEEBIZ 778 FRRWE] LTS, LML, ZOEFICE
HE, AEEORBEE LT, [ 7272y bRRWERT 72 hOGE] L) itk f
RICRD, 5L, [Ty MR RV] EWVWIRUERERIZIT 7y MR KD
MTHESNTWDHZ EIZhy, RilzFhl{2<nrd s,

(] ST 2AEL LTo P PLIZLIEEEARAEREZ oL W) MEIL, Y
Va— VN TTCRTF 2 aBEORIC Lo TIRELTWS, Yya— i, F= 23
@ zena (&) 1 TEHEBEKIC/2D L z2en E WO B TEIND, LA L, Zena ld Zenu,
zeny 7R E L RIIBEURE R L. ENENERELBALEIE D 2 LI X o> THE S Zenu (2
L7 BEEK Zeny IC LTV T 5D TH D, & ZAD, zen LT IA Zena DEEIRKE
THDEHBNTDIZDODOERENRV, L LY v a— iz o TEREN 72y
EWVWIHIHEER, o D) (0F0 A ORB) Liflband Z LBV THEHA
DERERTTZOOEMRTEIC/R> TR, ZTOMEBRICEWT [Baids ) »F
BT DHEHRRENDENVIDTHD, ZOBENS, V¥ 2 —/LiE On voit donc qu'un
signe matériel n’est pas nécessaire pour exprimer une idée; la langue peut se
contenter de 'opposition de quelque chose avecrien (ZDZ &1 b ., HHWEEET
72oic, FEHWRLEENLEZ L W) DI TIERNWZ ERDbND ; 77Tk, &5 b
ONMHRNbDENTLTHIETH 2D THDH) (Saussure 1922 123-4; T H
R, WFZE4E, 2016: 126) BTV 5,

EHIZY a7y (1939/71:211) XV v a— Al Lo TEASHTE [P e | #an,
WHEFR D 272 b TR LR oD L _LICB W THERER L 725 T
HZEERBLTCVD BICY a7 Y VTR ORNTI oI [ BEEOHRERT.
SCRHIAEAE D BARBI 2 < DR LTV AR, T2 OREFEH R AIT5 S A T L,
HRE] LLTWD,

ARLUICHABOMNETZOMEDREMEEZE > TH XS, HlxiE. BAED 158
DHENED > TE (LIFLIZHEE L O ICB W T) EXICbhbiEdmaen>3itoh
TEER, IheyYard o TRESNZHFEICHS LTRAE., Emilsho
SLTEELHD bbb T EBEERT e —F Ko THRWICHY B0 235 5
N IhEVoERAHETIZND) BN, COMOMBEICH TR a2 R LD 2 LN
TEHDhb LA, BIZIEEABCTIENED] EE) L. MADHEETHS b
72U 03 (1) TEFEELTHLIRZLD) s Tewn) oh (i) ITH-oThH &
WA WDONRESDH | O, it (i) HIC v o, Evn)d 3 -oaEENE
NEZL2D0, (i) X (i) TEHLLET IHHb0] o [HHE) WL [H5HF
NEBLRBENTVWEIESE] ThoT IPuoE#HE] L L THEELTW DI TIEARVW &
W75 (i) 1% (i) ICH_TEYBEmIIC TEFE) 280 L9 7535172 5),
L2L, W) &2 ER->T0nd) el TmZE o) Eaftbz 9 ®le LTz ol
ZRAHE i) oirbHETH [H] Tho T, TOMREENHETH D00 HEn
STWDHED I WExT 2 vy o MHEEE) Ik THEsSh b T 5721+
DIEEVIEROLEY EOETTH D, (N T —OBRIKRIEIESFE TIX, RS
OMEE THbNAMETHALZ L, 2T TH5#E ofEE L TERSNLD LY
Hote LA bl LI ITnEED 15555 DG END00E D DB FRAILR D,
L2rL, TRICLTH [BH5EE) 205 [¥a) » TEK] v RIEITKRR L
LTEESNAZLIZRD,)

URL: http://www.ninjal.ac.jp/publication/catalogue/kokken_mado/09/04/, 7 7 & A

H:201645H 1H,

ZOHTED OFEFIZOVTIL, ERE (2006) FELV, HiEE - 206 (20048 117) 1% [F
WAL E U T WREIIAAREEICZ W) Lo, BEROFRICELD &, L@AFTIICR-
TWRIE, TRGEIT BB EHRT 7 & MR D N, SREBEOFERAT 7 bt —
BN B2 ) v o (EE 20068 64), Ez2KEIEX, 1L U O AR FRETH
WX, FCODLE PR THEE SN TWDIREENZWIZDIZ, TRRERKXOFE] B
AT B fE1E, PHRILIZZ < OLRM AR THKGE L IE_TERLS b &0 9 BIFRALY
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SMODME LIV,

9 ASEIOFET 2 NOFENDRNG N E/IZZ LT TH o7z, 2O EHY THAL
HLETS,

10 AEHWS T — X L3 2C Praat (Paul Boersma & David Weenink) % H W\ T/ %
BImoTnd, ZOHNY — oMz >0 Tk, AT = 7% A kb [Praat: doing
phonetics by computer| (URL: http://www.fon.hum.uva.nl/praat/) =S IiL7z\y,

X BIZHRECDOX, Tk (EhA L)) & Tl (ErA L)) 8T 5E, f/iHE
PERE, BEPERIIZRD LW WEHBIRNEZ 20 2 ThD, ZOXIE
Ty ho Er) & TRE OBEZREEZ L 2 THHRFHRLV LY 5 5,

12 iz (X E (2009) OF 3 EE B,

BT 2 E LT, ARGEICEB W TABRAGT IR 2RI, KEEOZNIZL B
L EIEFITE LN OF THWON D, FRCR ABRICE DI ERICL - T, H3#H

(FricB Rich=a8M) 23213 LC M AT oNDZ D TH LR

W, FE iz, [ SCE O 100 it CD-ROM JiRJ (ZUEk S 41TV D AEA (s /N O FIER
ZER<) o ) % KWIC RELIZE 2 A, fHR [Z+Hlo] »5ix0E o
by hU7ahodz, T 3TTELICBWNTT TIC W& L CoORHERSY . Ik
L ClRitiZ7Ze > THBLL 72 Tid 22w, Lo L, O HIENRER D & o ftFE<0 30k 7e
EERMEZBMULHLTHND LW EWRT, M) 1361 L L THERICHKEWER TH D
= A I

WoNY 7 — (20140 118) EHFEOMAIR] S LT, HOBBBICENATEL LTHET S
AR D, HiEAEOW S HEEIZIB W T TRt 2722 L CWaAHA, £ 2RFHEDE
HELTHROLEELSDE WS (f: // you can / go if you like / I'm not / going//)

BT R M) Evofe 3 ARAFINERT (542 OBENRERIISEIETH
LR REHZRLDTIX, ELAINDIE 3H LHEHEE & OFROASHR T E TR &
R Zo2F0MO THERER) e 5, piE TIEE Lo (#lxiX Ee) 2 [ -
Wt 5208 TARME) I 2, BETEHENVZER L 20nE (Bl 2ZIXHE X Fom
AREMBE) & T8 - it 2523 Tenih <) BHZx5,

2% Xk
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