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Abstract

In August 1989, the Paris Conference on the Cambodia failed in guiding the
Cambodian conflict to a peaceful settlement, largely because the four factions (the
State of Cambodia [SOC], the National United Front for an Independent, Peaceful,
Neutral and Cooperative Cambodia [FUNCINPEC], the Khmer People’s National
Front Line [KPNFL], and the Khmer Rouge [KR]) could not build an agreement on the
power sharing under the interim government. At the end of 1989, the Japanese
government renewed its political leading role in searching for the engagement in the
Cambodian peace process. It developed its own peace plan, hoping to be able to bring a
deadlock to an end. What the government proposed was to change the power sharing
from the original 25 percent among all of the four factions to 50 percent between the
SOC and the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea(CGDK), the latter of
which included the other three factions above mentioned. Based on this plan, the
Japanese government hosted the Tokyo conference in June 1990. Finally, the main
parties signed the Paris Agreement on a Comprehensive Political Settlement of the
Cambodia Conflict. The power sharing formula under the Supreme National Council
(SNC), which the Japanese government had proposed, was thereby adopted on October
23, 1991.

Through the analysis of the memoirs written by the two Japanese diplomats, in this
paper, I intend to explore the aim of the peace plan and why they thought such a plan
was feasible.
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