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Abstract

During the Edo period, Etcht’s Tateyama was thought of as a place where hell and
the Pure Land—the Other World—existed in the mountains. Men could enter the
Other World and gain a virtual experience of death by climbing the mountain
Tateyama. Their ritual ascent involved difficult austerities that were compared to the
sufferings of hell, and they descended the mountain believing that they had eradicated
their sins. In this way, men renewed their lives, and were guaranteed a peaceful
existence in this world and rebirth after death in the Pure Land.

At that time Tateyama was considered a sacred site that was forbidden to women.
Temple priests in the town of Ashikuraji in Tateyama’s foothills therefore provided a
rite for women who could not climb the mountain, which had the same meaning for
women as the ritual climbs had for men. The Cloth Bridge Consecration, a rite for
women who aspired to rebirth in the Pure Land, was performed at religious structures
in the town: the Enma Hall, the Cloth Bridge, and the Uba Hall. Local documents tell
us that the Cloth Bridge Consecration thrived during the latter half of the Edo period,
but that performances ceased during the early Meiji period movement to separate
shrines and temples (called Shinbutsu bunri or Haibutsu kishaku). In 1996, after 136
years, the rite was recreated as a modern festival of national culture. A committee was
formed on that occasion which developed the Cloth Bridge Consecration into an event
that has taken place six times to date.

Research on the Cloth Bridge Consecration has, until now, indicated that gagaku
music was not part of the rite during the latter half of the Edo period. However,
recently a document has surfaced from 1886 (in the collection of Daisenbo, Ashikuraji)
which raises the possibility that gagaku was included in the Cloth Bridge Consecration
during the Bakumatsu period.
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In this article, I introduce that 1886 document and explore the use of gagaku in

contemporary Cloth Bridge Consecration events.
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