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The Indefinite Article is expressed by the Numeral —, and is always followed by the classifier applied to the respective Noun. It is seldom expressed in the
literary style; but always in popular literature, and in conversation. (p18)
@ R Morrison1815
But they occur not only when reckoning, but also when mentioning one of a thing: as, ‘a ship,” is expressed by, — & (p37:8-13)
® Rumesat1822
— [un],suivi de la numérale ko form I’areicle indéfini quidam, un certain:

{Unhone.» —MEA {Une chose.) — &4 (p116:15-18)
@ Guetzlaff1842
The indefinite article is, in highly finished literary works never expressed; in books written in the conversational style, and in common parlance it is
conveyed (p24:31-33) - —f@, —&, —H
® Edkins1857

Distinctive Numeral Particles.
Where in English we use the indefinite article, the Chinese say —, one, followed by a numeral (p121)
FFE R—EERE¥E 1saw a tiger eating a goat.
® Gablentz1883
Das allgemeinste Numerativum ist />, auchf& fiir Personen, undf& fiir Sachen, geshureiben.Dies Wort kann auch den unbestimmten Artikel <ein>
vertreten. (p92:27-29)
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It is necessary for the student to bear in mind that common nouns in Chinese as in English rather indicate the nature of an object that signalize its
individuality. Hence the singular number as well as the plural must often be specially indicated.(p6:16-)

Since, as has been said, common nouns in Chinese ordinarily indicate the nature of an object, rather than signalize its individuality, it follows that there
must be a class of words by the use of which individual subsistence can be indicated. (P8:3-6)
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