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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider Wang Chong’s postulated position on the
glorification of the Han. Often called a heterodox and critical thinker who praised the Han
Dynasty while considerable conventional research shows that in the Glorification of Han,
Wang Chong continually criticized the common people as a form of flattery towards to the
Han Dynasty as well as in order to protect his own personal safety. In other words, it is
negatively thought that Wang Chong’s glorification of the Han was the limits of his critical
philosophy containing inconsistent arguments. On the contrary, it can be thought that Wang
Chong’s glorification of the Han is a critique triggered by the Confucianists’ principles of
“revere the classics and renounce the modern.” Their principles of “revere the classics and
renounce the modern” was a result of their academic attitude of continual reading and
memorizing of the classic Confucian writings. Literary style is not simply reciting memorized
text but something which is created, written and carrying out moral influence. Writing the
glorification of Han is a moral influence. Now, it is not possible for Wang Chong to come into
contact with the moral influence of the sages. If possible, it would be ideal to be close to the
Emperor, be in direct contact with the benevolent rule and write the glorification of Han.
That, as a Confucianist, is the duty of a minister. If that is not possible, it would at least be
ideal to write Lunheng and within that, the glorification of Han, and as a result of correcting
any falsehoods within the world, lead the world on a more virtuous path. That would have

been Wang Chong’s sincere desire and that is the main point of this paper.
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