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Abstract

In April of 2018 the author acquired a two-scroll Tateyama mandara through Yahoo!
Japan’s auction website, Yafuoku! It arrived from an antique-art dealer in Shizuoka City
with no additional information about its provenance. As it is currently in the author’s
collection, it is herein referred to as the Fukue-ke Tateyama mandara.

The two scrolls are probably remounted fragments that survive from what was
originally a set of four hanging scrolls. The fragments depict scenes of Tateyama’s “hell”
and of a ritual that was held in Tateyama’s foothills called the Cloth-bridge Consecration
(Nunobashi kanjo-e). The placement of that ritual within the overall composition indicates
that it is an Ashikuraji-type Tateyama mandara. Closer inspection reveals resemblance to
the oldest extant Tateyama mandara versions, leading the author to speculate that it too
is a relatively old Tateyama mandara.

In this article the author first analyzes the composition and iconography of the
Fukue-ke version. Then he compares it to the Raigoji, Tsuboi-ke A, and Konzoin Tateyama
mandara versions in order to establish its historical placement among these early
Ashikuraji-type Tateyama mandara.

The Raigoji Tateyama mandara has long been regarded as the oldest among
Ashikuraji-type Tateyama mandara versions. This comparison of early representations of
the Cloth-bridge Consecration Rite, however, suggests that the Fukue-ke Tateyama

mandara may be an even older work.
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