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Abstract

In general, we use the greeting expression Arigatou "Thank you" to convey gratitude
to the other person. On the other hand, Arigatougozaimashita, the polite and past
form of "Thank you" implies "the end of the conversation" at the end of the
discourse.This expression appears as an adjacent pair in conversation, such as
A:"Arigatougozaimashita"-B:"Arigatougozaimashita". In this case, it is unnatural to
interpret the preceding "Thank you" as gratitude and use Douitashimashite "Welcome"
in the response. We get this implicit interpretation "the end of conversation" through
the development of pragmatic proficiency.

In this study, the author hypothesized that in conversation between younger and
elder people, the former is likely to interpret the latter’s utterance Arigatou as
gratitude but give an unnatural response. Then, the author investigated what kind of
utterance the former makes and what kind of strategy the latter uses to establish a
smooth conversation.

As the corpus, the author used scripted recordings of conversations on radio programs
and described the actual situation from case studies. From the point of view of
interpretation, it is considered that there is a standard conversational stage in the
background due to the characteristics of the medium, and the younger people
understand this as an implied premise. Also, there was a device in the utterance of the
elders that made it possible to interpret it as gratitude.
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