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Abstract

This article shows the possible analogies between cars and family; this idea inspired
from the article “Japanese Marriage and its nature as “gender inequality” - comparative
analysis between Japan and France” (Aihara 2016). According to this article, Japanese
marriage is an institution based on gender inequality like a couple or a family traveling
by car, where the driver has absolute decision-making power over the passengers in the
car. This situation may illustrate the hierarchical relationship between the Japanese
husband and wife. The Author aims to analyze these analogies and to explore the most

relevant points:

1. Similarities as “products” of Capitalism and industrialization in the modern era,

2. Absence of the “coach culture” in Japan,

3. Driver's power as a representation of the hierarchical relationship between Japanese
husband and wife,

4. Arguments of "external diseconomies" and analogy of family function as unequal

distribution of domestic tasks between women and men.
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