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Abstract

Utatsu kataki-uchi relates a tale of murder and revenge that occurs in the village
of Utatsu, in the township of Minami-Sanriku, Miyagi Prefecture. When the parents
of siblings Ofude and Jujiro are murdered, the children search for the killer with the
assistance of their great uncle, Jihei (a.k.a. Tarikibo). Ultimately they are able to
take revenge on the criminal, Matsuoka Mondo (a.k.a. Mikumo Danjo).

In 1995 the folklore scholar Kawashima Shuichi identified eleven recensions of
Utatsu kataki-uchi. Since then, in June of 2020 another recension sold on Yahoo’s
auction website, and more recently this author acquired an additional recension,
bringing the total number of known manuscripts of the story to thirteen. This article
introduces and transcribes the complete text of the most recently discovered recension

in order to make this source available for new research.
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