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Abstract

Since the storytelling revival in the 1980s, Great Britain has seen oral narratives permeating
the society. British people seem to regard storytelling as entertainment for all ages but rather as a
powerful communication tool at school and working places. From June 23" to June 30™ in 2007 I
visited Scotland and the Lake District with other Japanese for storytelling exchange. We met the
local professional storytellers and visited a center for storytelling in each place. This paper
focuses on the following two storytelling centers: The Scottish Storytelling Centre in Edinburgh
and The Storyteller’s Garden in Grasmere. The former, which was refurbished in 2006, is
supported by the Scottish Arts Council Lottery Fund, the City of Edinburgh Council, Scottish
Enterprise Edinburgh and Lothian, and charitable donations, keeping a partnership with the
Church of Scotland and the Scottish Storytelling Forum. It is proud of its well-designed facilities
such as a theater, a storytelling court, a library, a shop, a cafe, etc. where you can relax and enjoy
the live art of storytelling or join a workshop to meet your level from novice to professional. On
the other hand, the latter, which is called Tale Trust, is managed by a professional storyteller and
his wife. They have leased the estate from National Trust since 2000 by accepting a certain
condition. Although the facilities are small, the couple has kept the garden with a unique idea and
attracts audiences. This paper examines how each center contributes to the public through
storytelling.
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